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Pediatrics  



HPV vaccine safety concerns are 
common  

“…vaccination coverage for >1 dose by 13 years 
for this cohort could have reached 91.3%” 

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6329a3.htm 





What am I up against? 









I found the ingredients calculator and typed 
in HPV for “My Daughter” 



What is a young adult or parent supposed 
to  think? 



If parents and teens don’t immediately 
accept HPV vaccine, they likely have 

questions or beliefs based on 
misinformation 



When talking with teens, be honest 
HPV vaccine hurts 
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 Pain occurs in almost everyone (90%) 

 Swelling and redness are common too (30-40%) 

 Fever and hematomas are uncommon (3-5%) 

 Headache may occur in about 20% 

 SAEs are very rare – science does not support the scary 
stories on the internet 

 If there is any concern about an anxious teen, vaccinate 
in the supine position; insist on observation for 15 min 

 
 

 
 
 
When talking to parents explain that: 

http://redbook.solutions.aap.org/chapter.aspx?sectionId=56798089&bookId=886&result
Click=1#56798728 



What about fainting (syncope)? 
 
• Yes, it can occur 
• Remember teens know shots hurt 
• Explain you will take precautions 
  



What about other rare disorders? 
HPV has not been shown to be associated with: 
 
 Guillan Barre syndrome 

 stroke,  

 seizures,  

 venous thromboembolism 

 Autoimmune disorders 

 



Ultimately, is it all a matter of vaccine 
safety? 



As a vaccine provider, you must be able to : 
 
• Answer HPV safety questions calmly and 

accurately 
 
• Remove these sources of concern so other 

potential concerns can be addressed 
 
• After addressing the concerns, be ready to 

address other concerns 



Use the “CASE” model 

Corroborate 

About me 

Science 

Explain/advise 

Singer A. Autism Science Foundation. Texas Immunization Summit. www.immunizeusa.org/2010-summit-update/ 

Jacobsen R. et al.  The C.A.S.E. approach: guidance for talking to vaccine-hesitant parents. Minn Medicine: 49-50. 



Ultimately, I don’t think any parent wants cancer 
for their child later in life…. 
Be patient and spend the time that it takes to 
move the parent past their vaccine safety concerns  



Help them to understand that vaccinating their 
teen is truly in their best interests 
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